
MARY



Mary the Holy Mother of God

◦ January 1, New Year’s Day is a special day when we celebrate the motherhood of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary with the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.

◦ This day is a Holy Day of Obligation and helps us ring in the New Year in a special way.

◦ The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is a special time to celebrate the motherhood of Mary and the 
special grace she had in being the Mother of God!

◦ Mary played a very special part in the plan of salvation. Jesus came into the world to save us. When He 
came to earth, Mary was his very special dwelling place for nine months. Mary’s “yes,” her fiat, made 
possible the birth of Jesus and our salvation.

◦ We must never be afraid to approach Mary as the Mother of God and as our mother also. She is always 
waiting with open arms to welcome her children and to lead us close to her Son.

◦ This New Year’s Day, remember that Our Blessed Lady is here with us, to guide us, and to help us face 
whatever life has to offer. May she wrap you in her mantel and keep you safe in her loving protection!

◦ “Mary our mother you answered God’s call. We come to praise you today…. Mother of Jesus be with us 
every day, we want to stay close to you always. You are our mother; we are your children, guide us in 
every way….



The Annunciation 

◦ The Feast of the Annunciation is observed on March 25. 

◦ In the city of Nazareth, in Galilee, there lived a young woman named Mary. Mary was 
soon to marry a carpenter named Joseph.

◦ One day Gabriel, an angel, visited Mary and said: "Greetings, most favored one, and 
do not be afraid. God has chosen you among all women. Very soon you will have a 
baby, you must call him Jesus"

◦ This would be a very special baby. He would be great, and his kingdom would last 
forever and ever. He told her that the child would be called the Son of God.

◦ Mary bowed before the angel Gabriel and told him she would be obedient to God 
and that she wanted to do as God wished. When she got up the angel had gone.

◦ Annunciation: in the New Testament, the announcement to Mary by the angel Gabriel 
that she would be the mother of Jesus (see Luke 1:26-38). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1:26-38&language=en&version=ICB


The Visitation 

◦ It is also the name of a Christian feast day commemorating this visit, celebrated on May 31

◦
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary is the visit of Mary with Elizabeth as recorded in the Gospel of 
Luke (Lk 1:39-56).  

◦ Mary visits her relative Elizabeth; they are both pregnant. Mary is pregnant with Jesus and Elizabeth is 
pregnant with John the Baptist. 

◦ Mary left Nazareth immediately after the Annunciation and went “into the hill country…into a city of 
Judah” to attend her cousin Elizabeth. 

◦ The journey was about 100 miles, and Elizabeth was in the sixth month before Mary came (Luke 1:36). 

◦ Mary stayed three months and departed just before John was born. 

◦ Elizabeth remarks to Mary: “And she spoke out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed [art] thou among 
women, and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb. And whence [is] this to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe 
leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed [is] she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the Lord (Luke 1:42-55)”



Mary’s Assumption

◦ The feast of Mary’s Assumption into heaven is this Friday, August 15th. 

◦ On this day we celebrate that God took Mary to heaven both body and soul. 

◦ We think about how someday after we die, we will get our bodies back too. 



The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary
◦ Mary’s birth September 8 

◦ Joachim and Ann loved God very much, and they were filled with gratitude to God for 

the gift of a child. They raised Mary as a child of God, teaching her to love and serve 

God. When the angel Gabriel told Mary that she had been chosen to be the Mother of 

Jesus, she already had great faith in God. 

◦ When Mary was born, the world did not know who she was. Sometimes others—and 

maybe even you—don’t see how special you are. Maybe you forget that God is 

calling you, too, right now, to do what Mary did—to bring Jesus into the world.

◦ When we celebrate his mother’s birth, we honor Jesus too. Today thank God for the gift 

of life, and give honor to both Mary and Jesus by showing respect and concern for one 

another—remembering that God has created each person with love and with a call to 

something very special in life.



The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
◦ The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is celebrated on 

December 8. 

◦ The feast celebrates Mary’s Immaculate Conception; the fact that Mary was, from the 

very first moment of her existence without sin, and chosen to be the Mother of Jesus. 


