
January 28th 

Feast of Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274):  

Patron of students, Catholic schools, colleges and universities; Dominican 
theologian, and philosopher 

St. Thomas was born in Sicily in the year 1225.                                                                                                                       

At the age of five he was placed in the care of the Benedictines of Monte Casino.                                

He became a Dominican priest against his family’s wishes. His brothers followed careers in the 

military. In an attempt to end his desires to become a Dominican, his brothers hired a prostitute to 

seduce him.  According to legend, two angels appeared to Thomas to strengthen him and increase 

his determination to remain celibate.  He thus became known as the "Angelic Doctor".                                                                                                                   

St. Thomas studied at Cologne under St. Albert the Great.  He was called "the dumb-ox" because he 

was so shy and quiet. He was also of a very large stature.  Actually, he was quite brilliant, eventually 

being declared a doctor of the church.                                                                                                           

After becoming a priest he was sent to Paris. In Paris he became a friend of the King, St. Louis, dining 

with him frequently.  He was asked to teach at the age of 22.  He has published many writings.  The 

most well-known are Summa Theologica and Summa Contra Gentiles. He also wrote Hymns of 

Adoration which are well known today.  

 

Prayer to St. Thomas Aquinas 
 

St. Thomas,  

 God called you to spend most of your life in academic pursuits, first as a student, and then as a professor 
of theology. In your work as a teacher, you desired to help your students apply what they learned to their 
lives, in order to grow in holiness. You realized that knowledge is meant to draw people closer to God. In 
your teaching you sought to communicate the truth, desiring to help your students become better 
Christians. 

Pray for all students. Pray for those who may have difficulty in their studies, as well as for those who can 
study with ease. Pray that they may all be open to the truth, and always seek to better understand it. May 
they grow in knowledge so as to know God better and to be able to serve their brothers and sisters as the 
Lord desires.  

 St. Thomas, pray especially for theologians, that in their studies and research they may come to a deeper 
knowledge of revealed doctrine in keeping with the mind of the Church. May their lives reflect the holiness 
of the Word of God which they seek to more fully understand.  

 

 

http://www.examiner.com/article/st-dominic-patron-of-astronomers-and-science-feast-day-to-be-celebrated
http://www.examiner.com/article/both-faith-and-grace-needed-to-believe-real-presence


 

 

A Prayer for Students by St. Thomas Aquinas 

Creator of all things, true source of light and wisdom, origin of all being,                                                                                                                                       

graciously let a ray of your light penetrate the darkness of my understanding. 

Take from me the double darkness in which I have been born,                                                                                                        

an obscurity of sin and ignorance.                                                                                                                

Give me a keen understanding, a retentive memory                                                                                                      

and the ability to grasp things correctly and fundamentally. 

Grant me the talent of being exact in my explanations                                                                                             

and the ability to express myself with thoroughness and charm. 

Point out the beginning, direct the progress, and help in the completion.                                                               

I ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Grant me, O Lord my God, a mind to know you, a heart to seek you,                                                               
wisdom to find you, conduct pleasing to you,                                                                                                        

faithful perseverance in waiting for you,                                                                                                                      
and a hope of finally embracing you." 

 
— Prayer of St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

 

 

 


