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LITURGY OF THE 
WORD
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LISTENING 
TO 

THE WORD OF GOD
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The LITURGY of the WORD



FIRST READING
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Reader: The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

The first reading is usually taken from the 
Old Testament. This reading is read by the 
Lector (Latin for someone who reads) who 
is a member of the congregation. 

As we sit and listen to the written word of 
God, we try to understand God’s message. 
At the end of the reading we say:



PSALM
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Following the first reading, we continue sitting 
and there is a period of silence to reflect on what 
has been proclaimed. This silence helps us to 
better understand the reading. When we use the 
silence for this purpose, we participate more 
completely in the Liturgy of the Word. 

After this period of silence, the Lector says or a 
Cantor sings the response and we raise our voices 
through the Responsorial Psalm. 

We respond by repeating the verse of the Psalm 
together.



SECOND 
READING
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Reader:  The Word of the Lord

All:          Thanks be to God.

TAKEN FROM 
THE 

NEW TESTAMENT

Next is the second reading for 
which we remain seated. This is 
normally taken from the New 
Testament, so this can be from the 
readings of St. Paul, St. Peter or St. 
James etc. Again it is usually read 
by a Lector. After one of these 
readings we say:



GOSPEL READING
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This is the highpoint of the Liturgy of the Word and we stand to 
greet the Gospel. The word Gospel means “good news.” What 
we hear proclaimed at Mass truly is good news — the best 
news we can hear: Jesus Christ speaks to us! There were four 
Gospel writers in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John.

We prepare to hear the Gospel by singing the Gospel 
Acclamation. During most of the year we sing “Alleluia”. At this 
point, everyone then traces a small cross with their right thumb 
on their forehead, on their lips, and on their heart.

As they do this they are quietly praying, 
“May the Gospel be on my mind, on my lips, and in my heart.”
As we do this we say: “Glory to you, Lord.”

We remain standing in honour of the Gospel reading.



THE HOMILY
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After the Priest has read the Gospel he gives the 
Homily the purpose of which is to tell us about the 
meaning of the scripture he has just read and how it 
relates to our own lives as Parishioners of the church. 

We sit down to carefully listen and this gives us time 
to reflect on how we can spread the good 
news of Jesus in our own community.



THE CREED
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The Creed is a statement or summary of 
our beliefs as Catholics. The structure of 
the creed reinforces our belief in the Holy 
Trinity, first addressing the Father, then 
the Son, and then the Holy Spirit, stressing 
that the three persons are one God.
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THE CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.



BIDDING PRAYERS
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After the Homily we listen to the Bidding Prayers. In 
these prayers we pray for our needs, the Church and 
others who need God’s help such as people who are 
sick.
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The LITURGY of the WORD



TODAY’S
TASK
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