
Non – Linear 
Presentations



What is a 
non-linear 
presentation?

A non linear presentation is a presentation that 
does not follow a chronological order.

Slides are structured to be similar to a website, 
allowing the presenter to respond to their 
audience’s area of interest by clicking on 
hyperlinks.

This means the presenter can jump to any 
chosen slide within the presentation.



Do’s and Don’t of Presentations

Do Don’t

• Make sure you know what you want to say • Have too much information on one slide

• Use a consistent layout • Use different colours for each slide

• Use a limited number of colours • Mix fonts

• Use the same background/slide design • Use clashing colours

• Use no more than two fonts • Use lots of sound effects

• Use no more than three sizes of font • Use more than one type of animation

• Use animation and sound very sparingly



Look back at the “All About Cats” 
Presentation and consider… 

Does it meet the presentation “do’s”?

How could you improve it?

How do the paw prints help navigate you around the presentation?

How has animation been added?

How has sound been added?



Create your own!

After you have finished your presentation based around your chosen North East landmark, I 
would like you to pick a subject to base a non-linear presentation on.

In order to make this presentation more consistent and clearer, we will use Slide Masters.

Have a play around with it and see what you can come up with!



1. Click “View”

2. Click “Slide Master” – once you have inserted 
the Slide Master, anything you do to one slide 
will affect the rest, for example we are able to 
change the background of all of the slides at 
once.

3. Click “Slide Master”

4. Click “Background Styles” and select a 
colour/format background.

All of my slides are now the same colour without 
having to change each one individually.

Inserting Slide Master on PowerPoint



1. Click “Insert” 1. Click “Header and Footer”

3. Tick footer and type in your name” 4. Apply to All

You can also add a text to appear on every slide, for example a footer with your name 



Inserting Slide Master on Google Slides

1.. Open a blank Google Slides document and click “Slide”
2. Click “Edit Master” – once you have inserted the Slide Master, anything you do to one slide will affect the rest, for example we are able to change the background of all of 
the slides at once.
3. Right click on one of the slides and click “Change Background”
4. Select a colour or select an image and click “Done” – all of your slides should now have the same background

1.

2. 3. 4.



You can also add text to appear on every slide, for example, you could insert a footer with your name.
1. Whilst on the master slide, click on the “Insert Placeholder” icon, and click on “Text Box”
2. Insert a text box to the bottom of the master slide and type in your name. After you have clicked off this, you will 

be able to see it has appeared on all of your slides.

1. 2.



Now you need to…

• Finish your presentation from last week if you haven’t already

• Pick an appropriate subject to base your non-linear presentation on 

REMEMBER – the Do’s and Don’t of non-linear presentations

NOTICE – the “All About Cats” presentation had a homepage, which then directed the audience to 
each section via a hyperlink – this is a very useful way of navigating around a page.



Stuck for ideas?

If you can’t think of a subject to do your non-linear 
presentation on, here’s some to consider:

• Your favourite animal

• Your favourite hobby

• A topic you are interested in

If you can think of something else, that’s great too!


