
Walt:

Be able to describe Elizabeth I.

Understand why Elizabeth used portraits.



Elizabeth became queen in 1558 after her 
half sister Mary died.  She was 25 years 
old.  

She faced a country that was divided over 
religion and so she had to win the support 
of her people, both Roman Catholics and 
Protestants.  

Many people believed a woman could not 
rule England by herself.  Elizabeth would 
prove them wrong.  She is England’s only 
unmarried Queen.  Some people said she 
loved her country more than she could 
ever love a man.  



The Elizabethan Era is seen as a ‘Golden 
Age’ in England. It was a time of great 
painters, poets, musicians and 
playwrights. 

William Shakespeare wrote 
plays and performed them 
for the Queen at the Globe 
theatre.  

The Spanish Armada was 
defeated and sailors like Sir 
Francis Drake brought back 
treasure from their voyages. 



One of the best ways to win 
support was by touring the 
country.  

This was dangerous so 
Elizabeth decided to send 
portraits around to show the 
people.  

It was vital these portraits 
impressed the people and so 
they were packed with 
symbols and images.

Did you manage to match up 
the portraits to the correct 
description?

Elizabeth was very proud of her 
beautiful hands. She considered them 
her best feature and took pains to have 
them prominently displayed in all of her 
state portraits.  Look for this feature in 
the portraits. 



STOP HERE!

Try to match up the portraits of 
Elizabeth to the correct statements.

Put them in the order they were 
painted.

The next pages show you the answers…



Painted in 1546 when 
Elizabeth was 13 years old 
and not expected to become 
queen.

Painted in 1559, just after 
Elizabeth's coronation.



Painted in 1560, at the 
beginning of her reign 
when she was about 25 
years old.

A miniature of Elizabeth 
painted by Nicholas Hilliard in 
1572 when she was 38 years 
old.  Miniatures would be worn 
on chains round people’s necks.



Painted shortly after the 
defeat of the Spanish 
Armada in 1588.  It shows 
Spanish ships being 
wrecked against Scottish 
rocks.



The ‘Rainbow Portrait’ - painted in 
the 1590s when Elizabeth was in 
her 60s.  This was a time when 
people's living conditions had 
greatly improved and they were 
better off.

Painted near the end of her 
reign.  Elizabeth died in 1603 
aged 69 years.



Painted soon after 
Elizabeth's death.  People 
were relieved to have a new 
King.

This portrait was painted 
20yrs after her death when 
people looked back to her 
reign as a ‘Golden Age.’ It 
shows her as St. George 
defeating the Catholic dragon.



•Elizabeth was short to medium height – about 5 
foot 3” or 5 foot 5”.

•She had a bad temper and would throw things or 
send courtiers to the tower if they upset her.

•Elizabeth was very superstitious and was afraid 
of black magic.

•She had brown eyes and red curly hair.

•Elizabeth was afraid of mice.

•She spat when she was angry.

•Elizabeth’s teeth were black with tooth decay.

•She had halitosis (bad breath).

•She only bathes once every few weeks.

•Her thick make up hid small pox scars.

•Her skin was burned by the lead oxide make up.

WHAT WAS ELIZABETH 

REALLY LIKE?



Final task:
I would like you to copy one of the 
portraits of Elizabeth.

Use your sketching skills and take your 
time.

I will explain a good technique to use to 
help you draw during our morning google 
classroom call.


