
The Liturgy of the 
Word



During the Liturgy of the Word, the readings 
proclaim the message of God’s love and truth, 
mercy and forgiveness as it has been told by the 
People of God in the Old and New Testaments.  On 
Sunday at Mass there are three readings.

The first reading is usually from the Old 

Testament.  It is followed by a Responsorial 

Psalm.  The second reading is usually from 

one of the letters in the New Testament.  At 

the end of each reading the reader says, 

“The Word of the Lord.” And everyone 

replies, “Thanks be to God.” Members of the 

parish family will read these readings, and 

everyone sits and listens during this time.



• When the Gospel is proclaimed, there 
are a few differences to show how 
important this reading is.  It is read by the 
priest or the deacon, if there is one 
present.  Everyone stands and joins in the 
singing of the Gospel Acclamation.  Often 
two altar servers with lighted candles will 
stand either side of the lectern, called the 
ambo.  



• The priest or deacon makes the Sign of the Cross on the page of the Gospels, his forehead, lips and heart.  
The people also make the Sign of the Cross on their foreheads, lips and heart, in preparation to hear the 
Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   We make the Sign of the Cross on our foreheads to show we 
believe in God’s Word, on our lips to show we try to speak God’s Word to others, and on our hearts to 
show we love God’s Word and will try to live a good life.

• Christians believe that God speaks through the Scriptures and that the Gospel is the Good News.  Watch 
an online Mass and listen and watch carefully as the Gospel is being read.  



Key 
Questions



Task

• The priest or deacon makes the Sign of the 
Cross on the page of the Gospels, his 
forehead, lips and heart.  The people also 
make the Signs of the Cross three times, in 
preparation to hear the Good News of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

• Draw where the three small crosses are 
made on the picture below. 

• Explain the reason why we trace each cross.


